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COMMODORE 


Getting The Most From Your C-128 


‘by Patrick A. Tillery 
Big Blue Reader CP/M 


I was recently involved in a very in- 


_ teresting discussion that centered on 


_ the narrowing profusion of computer 


operating systems. At one time almost 


' every computer manufacturer had 
_ their own operating system. This has 


shaken down to just a few, dominated 
by MSDOS. Major hold-outs include 
CP/M, Apple, Atari and, of course, 
Commodore. Commodore, perhaps to 


_ cover their bets, has gotten on the 
_ band wagon with their PC clones 
_(PC10 and 20). I won’t touch the argu- 
_ ment about which system is best or if 
_ CP/M is dead or, God forbid that I 


bring this one up again, will the in- 


_ dustry follow IBM into a new era or 


does it have too much invested in 


~ MSDOS? 


We all wished, though, that the 


_ manufacturers could get together 


- enough so that, for example, you can 


work on a project on your IBM at 


_ work, bring it home on a disk, massage 
_ it for awhile on your Commodore 128, 
_ take it back to work the next day and 


finish on a clone. A reasonable request! 
Well, it is now possible! 
I have used the original Big Blue 


_ Reader (without the CP/M) before. It 
is a good program, but the im- 
_ provements put into Big Blue Reader 


CP/M, make it really worth our atten- 


tion. By the way, I love the name of 


the software company that makes the 


program: S.0.G.W.A.P. Software. 


That name conjures up visions of a 
neat story. I called Mike Miller, the 


_man behind the program, and asked 
_ him what it stands for. He said that it 


stands for Sons Of God With All 
Power. Now I’m convinced that there 


_ is a good story there, but all I could 


get out of him is that he had used the 


_ name before and they decided to con- 


tinue it with this company. Well, it’s 
not a name that you will forget in a 
hurry! 

Big Blue Reader CP/M allows you 


_ to directly transfer data between Com- 
-modore DOS, 


single/double sided 
disks; MSDOS eight sector single/ 
double sided disks; MSDOS nine sec- 
tor single/double sided disks; and 
Commodore’ CP/M single/double sid- 
ed disks! This sounds like the answer 
to our prayers, but there are a couple 
of hitches which are no fault of 
S.0.G.W.A.P. The problems have to 
do with the incompatibility of 
programs—not the transfer of files. 
First, though, let’s examine a few 
details about the operation of Big Blue 


_ Reader CP/M. One of the best bits of 


news is that it uses the RAM expansion 
module as a buffer. The program 


automatically recognizes that you are 
using the expansion module and takes 
advantage of it for faster copying. The 
main menu displays a wonderful 
“BUFFER: 1872 BLOCKS = 479232 K 
AVAILABLE.” I, for one, am very 
pleased when a programmer includes 
the module! Big Blue Reader CP/M 
also switches to the “FAST” mode as 
it loads. To check this, or any 80 col- 
umn program, watch the 40 column 
screen as your program loads. If the 
screen border remains, your computer 
remains in slow mode. If the border 
disappears, the program has switched 
you to FAST. To switch to FAST (for 
programs that use the 80 column 
screen) seems so logical I can’t under- 
stand why they all don’t do it. If there 


is someone who knows why many ~ 


aren't, let us know. Another conve- 
nient feature is the date/time on the 
screen. This is such an obvious good 
feature that MSDOS always loads up 


this way and if you have a clock bat- . 


tery both are kept up to date all the 
time. The constant display of the time 
and date is a feature of many good 
MSDOS programs too. It also has a 
“1571 SPEED UP” selection. I’m 
always interested in something that 
will speed up an operation so I looked 
with a great deal of interest at this one! 
Sadly, it does it by simply eliminating 
the “Verify” function so, presumably, 
you could save some errors. I have 
copied many times and skipped veri- 
fying so perhaps that is not important. 
Does anyone know the odds? 

My first test of the Big Blue Reader 
CP/M was to do just what we discuss- 
ed at the beginning: I would simulate 
preparing a document at work on an 
IBM clone, take it to my C-128, work 
on it, and bring it back. To do this, I 
turned to my Packard Bell AT clone 
using MSDOS 3.2 and wrote a short 
document using WordStar Professional 
Release Four. I guess WordStar is still 
the most commonly used word pro- 
cessor in PCs so, if this is to work, it 
should start there. I saved it to a nine 
sector, 360K double sided MSDOS 
disk. To add to the problem, I saved 
it using an AT 1.2Meg high density 
drive, This sometimes presents a prob- 
lem even between MSDOS machines. 
As a matter of fact, the manual says 
“...You may not be able to reliably 
read disks formatted with this...” So, 
with this small added problem I turn- 
ed back to my C-128 and Big Blue 
Reader CP/M. It had no trouble 
reading the MSDOS disk. I copied it 
to a Commodore format and read it 
with Word Writer 128, which had no 
trouble reading the copy. I chose 


Word Writer 128 for this comparison, 


not only because it is my favorite word 
processor for anything short of writing 


a book, but because it saves in true 
ASCII (Big Blue Reader CP/M in- 
cludes a translator for word processors 
that don’t save in true ASCII like 
Pocket Writer, Paper Clip and Speed- 
Script). The MSDOS WordStar file in 
Word Writer 128 was usable but had 


“org”? 


many characters missing (mostly “s 
but not all). Now, to go back. I attened 
the document with Word Writer 128, 
added a paragraph, an saved it. I then 
used Big Blue Reader CP/M to copy 
the revised version back to the MSDOS 
disk—then back to the AT and Word- 
Star. I never translated back and forth 
to/from ASCII. To do so gets capitals 
and regular characters reversed. But, 
still, a glitch arose! The Word Writer 
128 added paragraph came through 
fine but corrections by Word Writer 
128 added embedded commands to the 
document that made it unreadable in 
WordStar (do you suppose I can con- 
vince my editor that that’s the reason 
I leave errors in my work?). I then 
tried it in WordStar non-document 
mode. The transfer came back and 


-forth without a glitch! So it is possible 


ATARI 


with some experimenting and some 
editing. Use WordStar in the non- 
document mode and don’t use its word 
wrap or format commands, and it will 
go back and forth with little editing. 
Of course with any change between 
word processors, “you may lose 
microadjustments when using a 
daisywheel printer and carriage 
returns and spaces may become ‘hard’ 
which will frustrate later attempts to 
re-format.” 

Now, how ’bout the other way? 
Let’s say that you have a masterpiece 
at home that you want to get on the 
IBM or clone at work. Well, as luck 
would have it, I have several master- 
pieces at home on Word Writer 128 so — 
I tried it! 

I transferred this unfinished 


masterpeice to WordStar to see how 


much trouble it would be to get it, 
without error, (no, I don’t think my 
editor will buy the story about errors) 
into WordStar. With Big Blue Reader 
CP/M, I changed this Word Writer 


continued on page 196 


Applying The Atari 


by Jeff Brenner 


This is our special holiday column, 
where we'll take a look at the new 
releases for the 8-bit Atari computers 
and other recently released programs. 


Reader Mail 


Dear Jeff, 

We've been sending you our 
newsletter for a while now and ap- 
preciate the fact that you actually read 
it. So, we thought you might be in- 
terested in a little project we put 
together. 

Enclosed you will find a booklet en- 
titled “mods, fixes & upgrades. ge Cone 
compilation of things we’ve collected 
from user group newsletters from all 
over. Everything is public domain, as 
far as we can tell. We're offering them 
for $2, plus $1 for postage and han- 
dling. Everybody who orders one will 
be put on a mailing list for future issues 
and corrections. Currently, we’re con- 
centrating on the dollar machines (a 
dollar is 8 bits, hence, the dollar 
Atari), but if we get enough ST mods, 
we'll probably do one for that 
machine. 

Gordie Meyer 
Ames, Iowa 

Many thanks for the booklet. 
Readers interested in purchasing a 
copy of “mods, fixes and upgrades” 
can order from the Midwest Atari 


Group—Iowa Chapter, PO Box 1982, ° 


Ames, Iowa 50010-1982. The 46-page 
booklet contains articles on expanding 


_ the memory of the 800, 800XL and 


ee (oS eee oe rs a SR te Oe 


130XE, fixing the XE console keys, 
hardwiring the CX-85 keypad, adding 
a 1050 write-enable switch to the 
1050, using four joysticks with an 
XL/XE and others. 


Dear Jeff, 

Is there an Atari CX22 Trakball 
drive to allow proportional speed and 
direction like you see used with 
graphics tablets? Atari technical help 
hasn’t been any help. 

John Palhof 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


I haven't heard of any, although I’d 
be interested in hearing from any 
readers who may have additional in- 
formation. Such a driver would be 
similar to a mouse drive, such as Zo- 
bian Control’s “RAT,” since a mouse 
is essentially an upside-down trakball. 
(The “RAT” is a mouse for the 8-bit 
Atari computers manufactured by Zo- 
bian Controls, PO Box 6406, 
Wyomissing, PA 19610.) 


Newsletters 


In the mail for this month comes ° 


GLITCH, the newsletter of Pro- 
gressive Atari Computing (PO Box 
196, Rantoul, IL 61866-0196). The 
September 1987 issue contains a 
review of Universe II, interviews with 


Keith Ledbetter (author of Express! — 


BBS Professional) and Leo Newman 
(co-author Oasis BBS) and a beginner’s 
BASIC column. 

The September issue of the 


continued on page 198 
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Michigan Atari Magazine (PO Box 
16132, Lansing, MI 48901) contains 
8-bit and ST Atari news, reviews and 
a C language tutorial. 

The August 1987 issue of POKEY, 
the newsletter of the Western New 
York Atari Users Group (PO Box 59, 
Buffalo, NY 14216) contains reviews of 
Amodem 7.50, Bop’N Wrestle and the 
ICD Mio, and articles on Turbo 
BASIC, and Atari news. 

The Pokey Press is the newsletter of 
the Atari Computer Club of the Palm 
Beaches (PO Box 1526, Boynton 
Beach, FL 33435). The September 
issue contains reviews of Lords of Con- 
quest and Infiltrator and articles on 
desktop publishing and operating a 
BBS. : 

The ACORN Kernel is the newslet- 
ter of the Atari Computer Owners of 
Rochester, New York (PO Box 23676, 
Rochester, NY 14692). The September 
1987 issue contains an 8-bit and ST 
review, a comparison of modems and 
Atari news. 

The September 1987 issue of the 
Jacksonville Atari Computer En- 
thusiasts newsletter (PO Box 7932, 
Jacksonville, FL 32238-7832) contains 
articles on the new printer standard 
specifications, news from Europe, and 
other Atari news. 

SPACE Probes is the newsletter of 
- the SouthCentral Pennsylvania Atari 
Computer Enthusiasts (PO Box 11446, 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1446). The 
August/September 1987 issue contains 
an article on OSS Personal Pascal, 
reviews, and Alternate Reality tips. 


Newsletter Competition 


Over the months, I have received a” 


~ number of letters from proud newslet- . 


ter editors who suggest that I hold a 
monthly newsletter competition, in 
which I would select the best newslet- 
ter of newsletters received in a given 
month. Many Atari users group news- 
letters that I see are amazingly well- 
designed, and approach the caliber of 
the national Atari publications in 
quality and usefulness. The best 
newsletters typically have a wealth of 
original material contributed by pro- 
lific group members and a good 
balance of news, reviews, tutorials, 
program listings and humorous ar- 
ticles. These newsletters also general- 
ly use multi-sized typestyles, assorted 
graphics and icons, both inside the 
newsletter and on the cover, for a 
visually appealing and integrated look. 
Does your newsletter fit the bill? Send 
it in. Beginning with the March 1987 
issue, I’ll select and highlight the best 
of the newsletters received. Along with 
your newsletter, send me membership 
information (cost, address, etc.) so that 
this can be printed for other readers if 
‘your newsletter is selected. 
Holiday Shopping List 
Following is a compilation of some 
of the newest products available for 
the 8-bit Atari. All products are to be 
in stores by December 1987, but not 
all were released at this writing. 
Therefore, some of these product notes 


are based on manufacturer’s descrip- 
tions rather than my own personal 
observations. Full length reviews of 
many of these products will be 
published in future issues. Products are 
listed in alphabetical order. 

ACE OF ACES puts you in World 
War II Europe on the side of the 
British Royal Air Force. This aerial 
combat simulator features realistic 
animated graphics and offers four 
varied air battles to test your naviga- 
tional and battle skills. The cost is 
$29.95 from Accolade, 20813 Stevens 
Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014, 
(408) 446-5757. 

ALIANTS is a single player 
strategy/action game featuring full- 
color animated graphics. $17.95. TDC 
Distributors, 3331 Bartlett Blvd., 
Orlando, FL 32811; (305) 423-1987. 

ASTRO-GROVER is a numbers 
game designed by the Children’s 
Television Workshop for pre-school 
children. The game teaches counting, 
addition and subtraction. It sells for 
$9.95. Hi-Tech Expressions, 1700 
N.W. 65th Ave., Suite 9, Plantation, 
FL 33313; (305)584-6386, (800) 
848-9273. 

BIG BIRD’S SPECIAL DELIVERY 
is another program in the line of pre- 
school games designed by the Chil- 
dren’s Television Workshop. This 
game teaches object identification and 
classification. The cost is $9.95. Hi- 
Tech Expressions, 1700 N.W. 65th 
Ave., Suite 9, Plantation, FL 33313; 
(305) 584-6386, (800) 848-9273. 

BOP’N WRESTLE captures the ex- 
citement of Pro Wrestling on your 
8-bit Atari. More than 20 moves (such 
as body slams, pile drivers, elbow 
drops, etc.) and animated color 
graphics add to the realism. Action is 
slower and less connected than arcade 


‘wrestling versions. Retail $29.95. 


Mindscape, Inc., 3444 Dundee Road, 
Northbrook, IL 60062; (800)221-9884, 
(800)942-7315. 

BORODINO: 1812 is a simulation 
of Napolean’s famous battle in 1812 
Russia. The game offers eight 
scenarios, joystick control and variable 
speed of play. Games, which typical- 
ly take over four hours to play, can be 
saved to disk. $59.95 from Krentek 
Software, 5401 N. 10th, Suite 214, 
McAllen, TX 78504; (512) 682-9598. 

CHESSMASTER 2000 is said to be 
the most powerful microcomputer 
chess program ever published. The 
program won the 1986 U.S. Open Per- 
sonal Computer Chess Championship 
sponsored by the U.S. Chess Federa- 
tion. The program offers attractive 2D 
or 3D graphics and 20 skill levels. 
Retail $39.95. Electronic Arts, 2755 
Campus Drive, San Mateo, CA 94403; 
(800) 448-8822. 

CYCLE KNIGHT is a fast-paced 
animated adventure featuring mulkti- 
ple skill levels and extensive number of 
screens, The cost is $19.95. Artworx 
Software, 1844 Penfield Road, Pen- 
field, NY 14526; (716)385-6120, 
(800)828-6573. 

ERNIE’S MAGIC SHAPES is 
another pre-school game designed by 


the Children’s Television Workshop. 
The program teaches identification of 
shapes and colors. $9.95. Hi-Tech Ex- 
pressions, 1700 N.W. 65th Ave., Suite 
9, Plantation, FL 33313; (305) 
584-6386, (800) 848-9273. 

EXPANDER is a ROM-based 
operating system that gives easy access 
to extended memory and offers menu 
driven commands, up to four RAM 
drives and a mini-DOS. Installation 
(and soldering) is required. The cost is 
$49.95. Synergy Concepts, PO Box 
421370, Sacramento, CA 95841. 

FORMS GENERATOR, #ATA611, 
written by yours truly, evolved from 
a simpler version listed in this very col- 
umn. Objectivity here, since it’s my 
program: A scrolling spreadsheet-style 
screen is used to design your forms. 
The text mode works with any 80- 
column printer, while the graphics 
mode can print forms in high- 
resolution graphics to Epson, 
Gemini/Star, Okidata, Panasonic or 
Prowriter. Form’s calculations can be 
programmed for automatic entry 
calculation. The cost is $23.95. 
Twenty-Fifth Century, 234 Fifth 
Ave., Suite 301, New York, NY 10001; 
(800) 346-6000. 

GUILD OF THIEVES is an in- 
teractive adventure game set in the 
country of Kerovnia (from The Pawn 
for the ST—this is the sequel, but for 
the 8-bit). You'll experience the 
creative interactive superb graphics 
and the numerous puzzles. The 


COMMODORE 


Guildmaster is here and so is the 
Gatekeeper. Package contains two 
diskettes, playguide, dice, “Indenture 
and Contract of Service” and Kerov- 
nia bank card. Retail $39.95. Firebird, 
PO Box 49, Ramsey, NJ 07446; (201) 
920-7527. 

INFILTRATOR is a combination 
helicopter flight simulator and action 
adventure game. Fly your helicopter 
through enemy airspace, reach target 
areas, and carry out your specific mis- 
sions while evading enemy capture. 
Excellent animated graphics and 
sound effects. $29.95. Mindscape, 
Inc., 3444 Dundee Road, Northbrook, 
IL 60062; (800)221-9884, (800) 
942-7315. 

MAVIS BEACON TEACHES TYP- 
ING is a new typing tutor that features 
superb animated graphics and 
customized student lessons. Retail 
$39.95. Electronic Arts, 2755 Campus 
Drive, San Mateo, CA 94403; (800) 
448-8822. 

NEWSROOM — no release date an- 
nounced, but the folks at Springboard 
have said they are now working on an 
8-bit Atari version of this popular 
newspaper creation program. The 
decision to create an 8-bit version was — 
the direct result of an intensive letter- 
writing campaign by dedicated 8-bit 
Atari users. 

NEWS STATION lets you use fonts 
and graphics to create your own 
newspaper. Alternative until 
NEWSROOM is released. The need to 


work on small segments at a time is the 


program’s main shortcoming. $29.95. 
Reeve Software, 29 W 150 Old Farm 
Lane, Warrenville, IL 60555; 
(312)393-2317. 


continued on page 200 


Your C-128 Big Blue continued from page 196 


I’m looking forward to this. If it’s as 
good as his other stuff this should be 
a winner. 
WordStar And dBase II 

I have a reader with some good 
questions who wishes to remain 
anonymous because of “professional” 
reasons. He is a priest and, I suppose, 
being a man of God and a computer 
nut are contradictory terms. At least, 
he asked me not to use his name and 
‘I won’t but here are his comments: 

Question: As you suggested, I was 
able to purchase used versions of dBase 
II and WordStar from a local Kaypro 
club. But where can I get a manual for 
them? Answer: They should have 
given you the original documentation 
with the programs. One of the great 
advantages of using the more popular 
programs like WordStar and dBase IT 
is the availability of books about them. 
Try any good book store and you will 
find several. Question: One particular 
problem I have encountered is getting 
my Commodore ready serial printer to 
perform special print functions from 
within these programs. Answer: Let’s 
ask our readers if anyone has been suc- 


cessful at getting a Commodore ready » 


printer to work properly with CP/M. 
I know of no one. I had to buy an 
MW-350 interface that advertises a 
“CP/M mode” to get my Star SG-10 to 


print right. A friend has a Star and a 
Xetec interface that works well in 
“transparent mode.” Let’s hope we get 
an answer from someone. ~ 

For more information on Big Blue. 
Reader CP/M and on The Word 
Worker, contact $.0.G.W.A.P. Soft- 
ware, Inc., 611 Boccaccio Ave., 
Venice, CA 90291. For more informa- 
tion on Word Writer 128 contact 
Timeworks Inc., 444 Lake Cook 
Road, Deerfield, IL 60015. MSDOS is 
a product of Microsoft Corporation, 
10700 Northrup Way, Bellevue, WA 
98004. CP/M is from Digital Research 
Inc., P.O. Box 579, 160 Central 
Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
WordStar and WordStar Professional 
Release 4 are products of MicroPro In- 
ternational Corporation, 1299 Forth 
Street, Suite 400, San Rafael, CA 
94901. dBase II and dBase III Plus are 
by Ashton-Tate, 10150 West Jefferson 
Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230. 
1-800-437-4329. IBM is the trademark 
of International Business Machines 
Inc. The MW-350 Parallel Printer In- 
terface is made by Micro R & D, Inc. 
333 S. Wadsworth Blvd., #A104,. 
Lakewood, CO 80227. The Xetec is a 
product of Xetec, 2804 Arnold Rd., 
Salina, KS 67401. e 

more Commodore follows 
on page 341 
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A new hard and floppy disk con- 
troller card is also eagerly awaited, 


with its DSR reportedly being.written - 


by talented programmer Mike Dodd. 
The card, according to Myarc, will 
support “streamer tape backup for the 
three 134 megabyte hard drives it con- 
trols.” Expected retail price is $325. 

The latest round of target dates by 
Myarc could make or break the 9640. 
Taken independently, each project 
could be feasible for Myarc to ac- 
complish. As a group, the tasks of get- 


heed of one request heard most by . 


users and that is the ability to change 

printer parameters Color File Il 
(catalog number 26-3110) is available 
for $24.95, and $29.95 for Color Scrip- 
sit II (catalog number 26-3109). 


New:Games For Level 2 


Quite a few of the new games listed 
in the new catalog were developed us- 
ing the Level 2 OS9 operating system. 
I am especially impressed with those 
written by EPYX Software. Games 
like Koronis Rift (catalog number 
26-3298), Rescue on Fractulus (catalog 
number 26-3299), and Rouge (catalog 
number 26-3297) are available on 
other computer systems and their con- 
version to the Color Computer were 
done well. 

My personal favorite of the three is 
Rescue On Fractulus. With this game 
you are the pilot of a space craft and 
your mission is to rescue pilots aban- 
doned on the planet Fractulus. You 
first have to home in on a grounded 
pilot, land, pick up the pilot and con- 
tinue. You score points by the amount 
of time you play the game and the 
number of pilots you pick up during 
any given mission. But watch out, 
Jaggi defenses on the planet aren’t go- 
ing to make it an easy time, with both 
their land and air defenses. 

The graphics of Koronis Rift are 
similar to those of Fractulus, but the 
game scenario is different. On Koronis 
Rift you pilot a space craft that lands 
and scavenges old ships for their equip- 
ment, some of which contain 
mysterious or different powers. You 
may acquire those powers by install- 
ing them in your ship or collecting 
points on the equipment. Once again, 
guardians of the planet will try to 
make your stay as short lived as 
possible. 

The first release of any software 
containing the OS9 Level 2 shell, came 
in the package of the adventure game 
Rogue. This spaceship game keeps you 
busy as you battle monsters, collect po- 
tions, ‘and face all the risks in search 
of the Golden Amulet. All three games 
are priced at $29.95. 

Zonerunner (catalog number 26-3286) 
is one of the latest releases from Radio 
Shack (at press time), and uses one of 
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TI Forum continued from page 194 


ting a computer operating system and 
several computer languages available 
might be a significant hurdle. It is 
widely known that most of Myarc’s 
staff is not full-time or on-site, and 
coordinating a final effort to program 
and test everything within a few weeks 
will be difficult. 

If Myarc can deliver, the 9640 has 
the potential to make a mark even 
greater than that of the /4A. If Myarc 
fails and continues to offer a machine 
without an operating system by the 


CoCo Column continued from page 194 


Level 2 OS9’s high resolution screens. 
A good show of what the new graphics 
commands can do, you are a space 
trader making good deals and shooting 
down pirate ships. Programmer Greg 
Zumwalt wrote this program which 
sells for $29.95. 

Also included with the release of the 
new catalog is the new game Cave- 
walker. A good release for Level 1 OS9 
owners, the action is based on a VDG 
hi-resolution PMODE 4 screen. It does 
include a setting that will allow Col- 
or Computer 3/RBG monitor owners 
to see the artifact colors. Cavewalker 
(catalog number 26-3246) is available 
for $24.95. : 


If you are always in search of good 
applications, then I have two in mind 
for you. The TS-EDIT/TS-WORD/ 
TS-SPELL combination has always 
been a favorite of many, but TS- 
SPELL just got one better. For Level 
2 OS9 owners, you'll like the window- 
ing capabilities of the add-on program 
TSSPELLW. It frugally, but nicely, 
uses overlay windows while checking 
the spelling of your data file. The 
master dictionary contains over 
100,000 words, and then any addi- 
tional words you wish to add to your 
personal dictionary. (As a matter of 
fact, I am using it to check the spell- 
ing of this article!) TS-“SPELL (catalog 
number 26-3266) is a steal at $39,95! 


When the stock Level 2 OS9 
Operating system was released, it was 
evident that a few of the modules (pro- 
grams) which many of us were using 
with Level 1 OS9, were not included 
with the new. system. The apparent 


idea was that the new operating ~ 


system could be compatible for entry 
level users and thus the need for a 
developers system. The answer came 
in the form of the OS9 Level 2 
Development System (catalog number 
26-3032) which retails for $99.95. It 
updates most of the new modules for 
compatibility with the new operating 
system and includes a few new addi- 
tional commands. Interesting addi- 
tions include an RMA assembly 
language assembler, RAMdisks, and 
new definition files for C programm- 
ing in the new operating system’s en- 
vironment. It should be mentioned 
that two apparent files were left out 


October dates, the 9640 could go 
nowhere as national dealers cancel 
waiting orders. Myarc has been living 
on borrowed time—which appears to 
be dangerously close to running out. 

For the consumer considering pur- 
chasing a 9640, it is a slight gamble. 
If the 9640 takes off, the current $530 
list price probably will as well. Those 
who buy the 9640 in this uncertain 
period will then have saved both 
financially and in waiting time for 
receipt of the machine. On the other 
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of this system; the definition files 
RBFDefs and SCFDefs. For the serious 
high level language programmer, I 
would highly suggest looking into this 
software. 


What About Multi-Vue? 


If one looks at LAST years catalog, 
we saw the listing for a new software 
system called Multi-Vue. In the past 
year the answer to the Deskmate type 
looking system had yet to appear. I am 
hopeful by the time this is published 
it is available for sale, but I quit 
holding my breath some time back. 
Although I undersand that Tandy can- 
not sell it until they receive it from the 
development company (Microware), 
the release of this software remains to 
be one mystery amongst CoCo users! 

There are other titles listed in the 
latest catalog not yet available for sale, 
some which look promising. Applica- 


ATARI 


hand, those who buy the machine now 
might want to ask themselves if they 
would be satisfied if no further related 
products or software were to appear 
for the 9640. 

Myarc has changed its tactics for 
distribution of 9640-related software, . 
including MDOS and My-Word. Ver- 
sions of the software had been 
available on commercial telecom- 
munications networks and _ local 
bulletin boards, distributed freely. 
Myare is now beginning to limit 
distribution of such software, 
disallowing further updates to be 
made available through the networks. 
Instead, consumers will need to pur- 


continued on page 202 


tions like Home Publisher and the Col- 
or Computer Artist are listed. Games 
included as new offerings are King’s 
Quest III, Sub Battle Simulator, Flight 
Simulator II, Microscopic Mission, 
and Where In The World Is Carmen 
Sandiego? Additional program packs 
promised are Thexder, Shanghai, and 
Springster. 

As these additional titles begin to 
materialize it looks as though Radio 
Shack is still supporting the Color 
Computer both old and new, but also 
taking an approach towards moving 
it’s software selection to the OS9 
operating system. Time will tell. 

_ In next month’s column, we'll take 
a look at some new RSDOS software, 
and share the source code for some 
commands you can add to your Color 
Computer 3. The new commands, 
written by Chris Babcock, will allow 
you to save and retrieve high resolu- 
tion graphic screens, and jump from 
one high resolution screen to another 
without clearing it. e 

more Tandy 
follows on page 350 


Applying The Atari continued from page 198 


- QUICK PIX lets you put Print Shop 
graphics into your AtariWriter or 
PaperClip documents. Graphics can 
be positioned within text as desired. 
Individual versions for AtariWriter or 
PaperClip, each $29.95. White Lion 
Software, PO Box 357, Ridge, NY 
11961. 

TRAILBLAZER is a whole new 
dimension where a soccer ball races 
through networks of color grids. 
Hyperspace is the playing field. Split- 
screen play allows for a human oppo- 
nent or the computer. Cost is $29.95. 
Mindscape, Inc., 3444 Dundee Road, 
Northbrook, IL 60062: (800) 
221-9884, (800) 942-7315. 

TURBOBASE is a full-featured 
database system offering a file 
manager, report generator, spread 
sheet, open invoicing, statements, 
G/L, P/S, AR, AP, inventory, payroll, 
mailing and numerous other features. 
Unprecedented 8-bit versatility and 
capacity. (Reviewed in Computer 
Shopper). Cost is $159.95, MicroMiser 
Software, 1635-A Holden Ave., Orlan- 
do, FL 32809; (305) 857-6014. 

VIDEO TITLE SHOP lets you 


design colorful title screens and art- 
work for your business, school or home 
videos. The program offers a variety 
of font styles and sizes and lets you take 
picture backdrops from other paint 
programs. Program includes Micro- 
Painter Plus and graphics editor built- 
in. Cost is $29.95.- DataSoft/In- 
tellicreations, 19808 Nordhoff Pl., 
Chatsworth, CA 91311; (818) 
886-5922. 


Next Month 


We'll dive right into 1988 with more 
news, reviews, programs and reader 
mail for your 8-bit Atari. Until then, 
I wish you a joyous holiday season and 
a happy new year. 

Readers’ questions, comments and 
contributions are welcome. Please 
enclose a_ self-addressed, stamped 
envelope for a personal reply. (Only a 
selected number of personal replies can 
be given each month). Address all cor- 
tespondence to Jeff Brenner “Applying 
The Atari 12/87” c/o Computer Shop- 
per, PO Box F, Titusville, FL 32781. 

® 


